
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID  
 
 
-------- Original Message --------  
Subject: Re: Rose Essick's Obituary  
From: Elizabeth Bown <bownboop@att.net>  
To: Patty Stephenson <pstephe7@yahoo.com>  
CC:  

Dear Patty,  
 
I am happy to help you re:  Koumjians.  They were cousins of 
my mother and us. Rose's maternal grandmother and my 
maternal grandmother  were sisters, so we were all 
cousins.   Koumjians  never had any other relatives in this 
country  except us.   Once, after both of Rose's parents and her 
much older sister Alice  had died,  Rose asked  me if I 
knew  what year her parents came to this country.  She told me 
she had never asked them! I did not know and could not give her 
any dates.    
 
Rose's dad Peter Koumjian and my dad played tavloo every time 
our families visited. Rose's mother, whom we called Auntie 
Makerie (Margaret), was a very good cook.    
 
I hope your European trip is going well.  Enjoy!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 
Lots of love,  
Aunt Betty    
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bownboop@att.net
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From: Patty Stephenson <pstephe7@yahoo.com> 
To: Elizabeth Bown <bownboop@att.net>  
Sent: Saturday, April 18, 2015 11:12 PM 
Subject: Re: Rose Essick's Obituary 
 
Dear Aunt Betty and Barbara,  
 
Thank you for sharing this.  Can you please remind me of any relationship between you and 
Rose.  Of course I have known her all my life, but at the moment can't remember where, if 
anywhere the Koumjians fit in the family.  Were they cousins or friends?  
 
If I were at home I would look it up, but here in Europe I can't do this.    
 
Love,  
 
Patty  

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android  
 

From:"Elizabeth Bown" <bownboop@att.net>  
Date:Sun, Apr 19, 2015 at 2:11 AM  
Subject:Rose Essick's Obituary  

 

Dear Family,  
Just found this obit online in the Burbank Leader.  We still don't 
know anything about her last days or cause of death.  There was 
a nice picture, too, that I couldn't copy. I found it by googling 
Burbank obituaries.    
 
Love to all,  
Betty (written by Barbara)   
 

Rose Essick 
May 28, 1923 - April 11, 2015 

2:21 PM PDT, April 14, 2015  
advertisement 
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Longtime Burbank resident Rose Essick died April 11, 2015. She was 91.  
Rose Lydia Koumjian was born May 28, 1923, to Margaret and Peter Koumjian at 
home in Hollywood. She attended Valley View Elementary School, Le Conte Junior 
High School and Hollywood High School, and earned her bachelor’s degree from 
UCLA.  
After graduation, Rose was working as a “demonstration” teacher at UCLA when she 
was recruited to teach fourth grade at Emerson Elementary School in Burbank. During 
that time, she met and married John Essick. In 1951, they bought a home in Burbank, 
and Rose lived there until her death.  
Rose loved Burbank. She taught at Emerson for nine years, retiring when her first 
child was born, but continued volunteering in an after-school program called Released 
Time. She played tennis for many years at the Burbank Tennis Center and was a 
member of the Burbank University Women.  
Rose loved her country. Her parents were Christian Armenians who escaped the 
Armenian genocide by immigrating to the United States in 1906. Every Thanksgiving, 
Peter recounted the story of arriving with his young bride at Ellis Island on 
Thanksgiving Day and reminded his family how fortunate they were to live in “this 
land of opportunity.”  
Rose’s father also instilled in her a love of the outdoors. As a child, she accompanied 
her parents on many camping trips to Yosemite National Park. After she married, the 
family camped all over the United States. Rose and John traveled extensively before 
his death in 1997.  
Rose was a faithful Christian and an active member of First Presbyterian Church of 
Hollywood for almost 70 years. She taught junior high Sunday school with her 
husband for more than 35 years.  
Rose is survived by her son John and his wife, Katie, of Portland, Oregon, their 
children, Eden of Brooklyn, N.Y., Wade of Portland and Devon of Portland; and son 
Peter and his wife, Jackie, of Stone Mountain, Georgia, and their son, Jalen.  
Rose was beloved by her family and friends. Her family is thankful for her friends, 
including those who helped her remain independent until her death: Phyllis Maske, 
Carole Collard, Carolyn Franzle and Omar Batayneh, all of Burbank, and her 
physician, Dr. Mark Gerard.  
A private family burial at Forest Lawn in Glendale will be followed by a memorial 
service at First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 30.  
Contributions in Rose’s memory may be made to the Rose Essick Youth Fund, First 
Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, 1760 N. Gower St., Hollywood, CA 90028.  
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