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PART I

HELEN KALFAKIAN AND
HER FAMILY



"THIS IS YOUR LIFE" - HELEN KALPAKIAN

nze - Hglgzouhl Koolsksezlan
In America - Helen Clark Kalpakian
Helen Kalpakian's parents, Elizabath and Asdoor Koolaksezian,
were both born in Marash, a small mountalnous town in the backwoods
part of the country. (Turkish part of Armenis) In 1895, her father
went to Adana to get established and then sent for his family. (They
left Marash in 1895 because of a Turkish massacre). Adana had a
population of about 50,000 people and had a climate similar to
Southern California.
Elizabeth and Asdoor had 6 children--two died in early 1life.
Arthur was the oldest, then Doodoo, then two who didn't survive (a
boy and a girl), than Haigouhi, and Halgaz. Halgaz ls three years

younger than Haigouhi.

Elizabeth Mitilian Konlaksezian Asdoor Koolaksgezian
She was a hard worker in the church. He was a farmer. He
She had 2 sisters and 2 brothers. had 1 brother and 1
One brother's name was changed to sister who both lived
Najarian, which means carpenter, in Boston.

THEIR CHILDREN

1. Arthur Clark - Came to America in 1907 with sister, Doodoo. Thay
Died: 1940 lived first in Polsboro, Washington (n=ar Seattle)
and then moved to Venice, Californis in 1920. Ha
lived wlith his sister until he married his first
wife, May Clark, in Venice. After her death, he
narried Martha Young Clark. ~-- NO CHILDREN

2. Doodoo Clark ~ Came to Polsboro, Washington with brother Arthur in
Died: 1939 1907. Here she married John Boyd and they owned a
drug store. They moved to Venice, Californis in 1920.
TWO CHILDREN: Gladys (Married Clyde Brown)
Halg (Two marriages)
(John's sister, Oszanna, was a teachsr of the
blind in Washington state.)

3. Helen Clark - Born 1901, Fabruary 5th, in Adana, Turksy, Married
Harry Kalpakian in 1917. Came to America in 1923.
{sponsored by sister Docdoo and John Boyd)
FOUR CHILDREN: Angazh (Married George MacKellar)
Pegzy (Married Bill Johnson)
Batty (Married Finley Bown)
Harriett (Married Alan Donn=l1l)
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L. Haigaz Clark - Born in 19@6? Came to America in 1923 with slster
Helen and Harry Kalpakian. HMarried HMHartha Hallalan.
—— NO CHILDREN

Hailgouhi (Helen) went to the Conzregational Frotestant Elementary
school and then to liss Grace Towner's Seminary for Girls in Adana.
She was 13 years old when starting as a boarding student at:

"Adana Seminary For Girls"
(Miss Towner's School)
Founded in 1884 by the American Board

(Congregational)
This school was located in Adana, Turkey, the town where Helen was
born. There were 12 girls in Helen's graduating class in April, 1917.
There were three Greek girls, one Turklsh girl, and the rest were
Armenian. Helen attended this school for three years--from age 13 to
154 when she got married. (After completing her own studies there, she
served as a teachar to repay her debt to the school.) liiss Grace
Towner, an American, was a teacher and principal at this school for
L0 years. The school was in a two-four story building and had 200
boarding students and 300 day students. The top floor was one big
dormitory--each girl had one cot and one locker.

When she was 14 or 15 years old, Helen learned a lesson about
food she never forgot. At the boarding school they were served mush
for breakfast with cotton seed oil on it, and she didn't like 1it, so she
did not eat it. At each successive meal, the same nush was'brcaght to
her until she was so hungry she finally did eat! This took a total of
3 days. Later, as a mother, Helen used this same strategy on her own
children. (Me! How well I remember!! B.B.) ’ :

Both of Helen's parents were Protestant. Her father rarely went

hurch. He would fall asleev in church when he did go, and hils wife

had to poke him to keep him awske! She was a very ardent worker in the

up and marched

vear was 1904,



Pilgrim Place, Claremont,
California, Fay 28, 1961.

Our family visiting HMiss

Grace Towner, retireds
principal of the Adana Seminary
for Girls in Turkey wvhere

Helen was a boarding student

£ a girl.



-
(1ike soldlers) to church on Sundays, with one teacher at the head of
the line and one teacher at the foot. (To the Congregational Church)

In elementary school, the children were taught Armenian letters
but Turkish words (or language). You were not allowed to speak
Armenian in public (and it could not be heard anywhere.) When Helen
to follow Turkish regulations.

When Helen's older brother, Arthur,was 15 years old (approximately)
he wanted to go to the town of lersin (seaport) to work. His sister,
Doodoo,was sent with him to keep house for him because young men in
those days did not "batch® it l1like they do here. Later he and Doodoo
returned to Adana where he decided to go to school. Uncle John Boyd
was his English’teacher. It was when Boyd visited h%s pupll, Art,
that he met Doodoo. He told her he was going to America and that he
would send for her. In America, he first went to New England states,
attended college and became g pharmacist. He then moved west to
Seattle, Washington where he opened a drug store. In 1907 he sent
for Doodoo.

Doodoo was free to leave for America, but her parents couldn't
let a young girl go to America alone, so they sent her brother, Arthur,
with her. The Turks would not allow a young man of mllitary age to
leave the country. So--through bribery, etc. Arthur ”flew'tﬁe coop™
in the mlddle of the night and boarded the boat Doodoo had already
gotten on. Once ghoard, he was safe from the Turks.

However, the family suffered at the hands of the Turks. The
Turks =sent police to search their famlly home and gave them trouble
when they discovered Arthur had escaped. Six-year-old Helen spent the
day and night with the wife of the Congregational minister while the

3

Turks were seasrching the house, etec. Helen dozg not remember where



three-year-old Halgaz stayed, but she remembers staying with the
minister's wife that day when she was 6 years old. (It was very
fortunate that the Turks d4id not massacre the family.)

Helen sald that lMiss Towner's School spared her from death and
harassment by the Turks. While she was 1living at this school, both
of her parents were exiled to the Derzor Desert (where all the
Armenians were exiled) and never returned. Younger brother, Halgaz,
was captured and glven to the Kurds first and then to the Arabs as a
shepherd boy and slave. One night, after not letting on that he had
learned their language, he overheard them say they were going to kill
him. So, during that night he ran away. He was about 9 years old
at the time, Helen sald somehow he eventually turned up at a foundling
home in Doartyol. The home published a list of all the orphan's
names. One of Helen's girlfriends saw the list and showed it to her,
and when Helen saw Halgaz's name, she sent for him. This was in 1919.
Haigaz then lived with his sister and her family, and also nmoved to

Amerlca with themn.

OTHER INFORMATION:

lMargaret Koumjian of Hollywood, California, (Alice and Rose's mother)
was Helen Kalpaklan's only blood relative in the USA except for her
brother, Halgaz. (After the death of Arthur and Doodoo)

People did not know much about politics in the o0ld country. No media to
keep them informed. Only news they got was by word of mouth. They did not
know what theilr country was doing politically.

NAMES:

Koolaksezlian - -« « - « « - neans "without ear
Name changed to "Clark" in Americs
Kalpakian = = « =« o« w ~ - means "Hatmaker® :
Boyalian - = = = = =« o - = changed to "Boyd" in America
fann =~ = =« - - o - . meagns “son of?
In the old country, family names were generally ascqulred by the
vergonts occupation. Many years back, the Koolaksezian name was EKIZIAN.
This meant, "twins." (The family had many twin babies) Later, when Helen's
father's grandfather's ear had been cut off by pirates, the femily becams

known as KOOLAKSEZIAN, (without ear).
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HELEN'S GRANDPARENTS:

Helen remembers only one grandparent, her mother's mother,
Yughaper Hitilian, who lived in Ilarash. When Helen was G years old,

she went from Adans to MHarash on horseback to visit her grandmot her

Yughaper.

BATHING IN TEE COLD COUNTRY:

If bathing at home, the family would have to burn wood for the
fire to heat the water, and then pour it into a round tub for a bath.
lembers of the fanlily often went to the Turkish bath--the women
and girls together, and the men together. There were separate hours
for men and women: (simce they all used the same facilitles)
Women: Afternoons from 12:00 - 5:00 p.n.

len: Evenings from 8:00 to midnight or
mornings from 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.

As a girl, Helen went to the Turkish bath every Saturday afternoon.

The only vlace where hot water was avallable was in these Turkish baths.

1y

(She did not go to the Turkish bath after she was married.)

The Turkish bath buillding was large and consisted of two large
domed rooms--one was the outer (ressing room, which had a counter all
around 1t, and the other was the inner bath room which consisted of
bathing stzalls. All the floors, counters, and benches werermade of
marble since marble was plentiful here.

Procedure: 1. Each person pald an entrance fee (maybe 10¢)

2. Then vou put vour blanket on the floor in

the dressing roon while you sat® and got
undressed.

3. Bach woman wears a cloth ssrong and then
goes into the inner bath room carrying her
own soap and a pan to pour water on herself.
She sits and washes herself in a stell. The
water came out of a wall pipe in each stall.
(3 people could fit in one stall)

k., Then she goes back into the ocuter dresgsing
room where she had left her towsl and her
clean clothes, and zets dressed. (She
carried towel, clean clothesa, ete. to ths
bath in a "zerarl)




THE CITY OF ADANA *

(Information taken from Fodor's Travel
Guide, Turkey, 1978-79)

Adana, with over 350,000 inhabitants, is Turkey's fourth largest
city (after Istanbul, Ankara, and Ismir) and the center of its cotton
industry. Various different versonages have been credited with its
founding--the two sons of Uranus (Sarus and Adanus): the Hittite King
Asitawandas, and some authorities associate it with the Hittite empire
of Kizzuwatna, the capital of which was Danunas. This provides a wide
range of cholce for the layman, who is apt to find himself already
floundering somewhat in this epoch. The Assyrians are also supposed
to have had a finger in the ple. In more recent times, Adana was ,
occupled by the French, in the wake of World War I (December, 1918).
On January 5, 1922, it regained its status as a Turkish city, which
it had been in resglity ever since 1517.

Adana 1s situated on the banks of the Seyhan River. 1In the second
century, Emperor Hadriasn gave the city a bridge, the Taskopru, which
was restored by Justinian in the sixth century. It is over 1,000 feet
long, and 14 of 1its original 21 arches are still in place. The bridge
also vossesses considerable historical significance--it was the sole
passageway towards Syria and Palestine. Godfrey of Bouillon and his
Crusaders crossed it on the way to Antioch.

The ruling family of the Bamazanoglu left the most lasting mark on
the city. They bullt the Akca Mescit (lovely doorway and pulpit), the
Kucuk Mescit, the Ulu Cami, and the Eskil Cami (the latter's minaret

was recently restored). All except the last two of these mosques are
vost-16th century.

Like Istanbul, Adana boasts an ancient covered market, the Kavalil
Carsi. The Bazar Hamam dates from the 16th century as does also the
Irmak Hamam. Visit the Archeological Huseum whose Greek and Roman
exhibits are complemented by rich neolithic, chalcolithic and Hittite
finds from the excesvaticns at Yumukteve and Gozlukule. At the end

of the 19th century, clock towers were all the race in Turkey: Adana's
is from 1882,

Adana 1s the capltal of Seyhan province which includes the fertile
plain of Cilicia, now called Cukurova. The construction of the Seyhan
dam, 10 miles north of the city, has formed a vast artificial lake, a
favorite picnic area, and made possible intensive cultivation through
irrigation. The main crops are early vegetables, citrus fruit, bananas,
tobacco, sesame and flax, but above all cotton, of which over 70,000
tons are produced annually. Although industrial development is in full
swing, the area is afflicted by what economists term "diminished
productiveness" because of the intense heat.

® e ®

Two large lagoons frame Karatas, the beach of Adansa, 31 miles south.

The vpresent fishing village stands on the site of antlque Hagarsus.
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len Kalpakian was born in Adana on February 5, 1901, and har
- % - 2
dausghter, Angagh, was born in Adans on Dscember 26, 1918,



PART 1II

HARRY KALPAKIAN AND
HIS FAMILY



HARRY KALPAKIAN

ne - Haroutune Kalpskilan

Harry Kalpaklan was born in the Biblical city of Cassarea
(Kayseri), Turkish Armenias, on December 12, 1887. In 18956 his
family moved to the seaport city of Mersin (Celicia). In Mersin,
Haroutune gttended Armenian school where he learned Armenian,
French, and Turklish. Since his father's health was not good,
Haroutune quit school in February, 1903, at the age of 15, to work
in his father's business. He worked with his father, learned the
business, and slso read widely and educated himself.

Haroutune's mother, Meribe, was from a wealthy fanmily and from
her dowry, (at the time of her wedding) she later sold some of her
jewelry to start her husband out in business. She also provided
funds to bulld the family a beautiful home in Mersin.

Haroutune's father, Hagop, was a voor man when he married Meribe,
but he was very well educated. Because h2 could read and write and
because he had gone to Istanbul to study as a young man, (this was
very rare) Meribe's parents allowed the marrisge. Hagop was a

wholesale merchant in the m=3tzl import bisiness.

Meribe Gumushian Kalpakian Hagop Kalvakian

She was born in Caesaria, in He was also born in Caesaria.
Turkish Armenia.. She had one His sister married a very
sister, Dikranouhi Gumushian weaglthy man. He owned half of
Chimchirian, and three brothers. the town of Mersin (and they
One brother, Levon Gumushian, lived in lMersin). His name was
asked Haroutune to go to Russias ZELVEYAN. She was the mother of
to open a branch of his dry goods Mercedes Ashjian, Haroutune's
business. The three brothers and cousin, who 1s a pilano teachsr
their mother Gunmushian moved to and a widow now living in
Manchester, England. Hontebello, California.

Mercedes has a daughter,
whose nalden name is
Sosgig Ashjian.
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CHILDREN OF MERIBE AND HAGOP KALPAKIAN

1. JHMannig Xalvskian -~ She married VAUGHN FREMKIAN. They had one
(Oldest) child named SATENIG FREMKIAN.

2. Haroutune Kalvsokian Married HAIGOUHI (HELEN) XKCOLAKSEZIAN.
(1887-1963) They have four children: ANGAGH, PEGGY,
ELIZABETH (BETTY), AND HARRIETT MERIBE.

i

3. Garabed Kalpakian - Was married and divorced. Information
unknown. Had one daughter, ALICE KALFAKIAN.
L4, Zabelle Kalpakian - Married KHATCHADOOR KRAKIRIAN. He was a
{Born 1895) very wealthy banker and spoke 7 languages.

Had four children: VAROOJAN (lives in Syria),
ANAHID, SERARPI, AND HAGOP.

5. HNishan Kalpakian -~ Married NEVART. Had 2 children, HAGOP
KALPAKIAN and ANAHID KALPAKIAN. Hagop is
the only boy to carry on the name of
Kalpakian. (Nishan was a bookkeeper in a
department store in France. His son, Hagop.
now lives in Lyons, France.)

In 1915, the Turks arrested sister Zabelle's husband, Khatchadoor
Krakirian, in Mersin and put him in jJall in the city of Adana. (like the
county seat). Her husband was a wealthy banker and all rich executives
were the first ones to be exiled in 1914, He was to be tried in court
trials. Haroutune and his mother went to Adana too, to be with Zabelle
and help her while her husband went through the trials, etc. Zabelle
was only 19 years old at the time. (She was born in 1895.)

Zabelle's family helped her husband get released from the prison
through much bribery--that was the only way, no justice otherwise.
After being released, he was not allowed to leave Adana. So Zabelle's
whole family moved to Adana, and the Turks confiscated their beautiful
family home in Mersin.

Haroutune's father, Hagop, couldn't work or go into businegs in
Adana because every Armeniasn was considered s suspect. So his son,

Ty

Haroutune, got a job in & German Department Store, OROSAY DE BACK, as
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a clerk. It was here in Adana in April, 1917, that he met Helen when
she and her girlfriend from Miss Towner's School went to his store to
buy some ribbon. They bscane engaged on Octobsr 2 and wsre marrlied

on October 18, 1917.

The young couple got married in the groom's parents' home. The
Turkish government had abolished all churches because of war, so the
Armenian Apostolic priest came to the Kalpaklan famnily home and married
them. There was no such thing as a honeymoon in fhose days. According
to custom, they just got married and then began living with his folks.
(They lived with them for 9 months--couldn't take it any more so they
moved to a rented apartment in Adana.) When Haroutune and Halgouhil
got married, there were a total of 13 people all living in the Kalpaklan
family home at the same time! They were:

Haroutune's parents -
Brother Garabed -
Sister Mannig and husband
Brother Nishan -
Sister Zabelle, husband

and son
Zabelle's mother-in-law and

sister-in-law -
Haroutune and Halgouhil -

MW b= D DN

1
Lad

Marriage Customs in the old country:

1. The oldest girl in the family must be married first.
(before the brothers, even If they are older.)

2. Boys bring brides home to live with hls family. Girls nmust
leagve first.

After Haroutune and Halgouhl moved out, the Kalpakian family lived in
Adana until 1921. They then nmoved to Bucarest, Rémania, where they

later dled g naturagl degth--not massacred.

OTHER INFORMATION:

When Zsbelle was pregnant, her parents wanted her to go to a doctor
connected with the American School that was part of the American Center
where Miss Towner®s School was. (In Adana)



Meribe Gumushian's sister was DIKRANOUHI GUMUSHIAN. {(Haroutune's Aunt)

Haroutune's Cousin -

"She was a Jjewel!™ A wonderful person!
She married CHIMCHIRIAN and moved to
Istanbul. They had ons son, Vahram.
Later she became a widow who lived wilth
her son. They lived in Istanbul many

years. J/

VAHRAM CHIMCHIRIAN and his wife became
very wealthy. His wife's malden name was
ISSAKCOLIAN and one of her brothers had

an Oriental Rug Business in N.Y. This is
where the Kalpakians had their trunks sent
whan they came to America. Vahram and his
wife had two children, a boy who lives in
N. Y. and a2 girl who lives in South Americsa.
Vahram owned property including a 40-unit
apartment bullding in Istanbul which the
Turks confiscated from him as recently as

1957.

After many harassments by the Turks,
Vahram came to N.¥Y. in 1963, at the age
of 74 or 75. Helen received a Christmas
card from him in N.Y. stating that he
was "here to stay"--a refugee at 75!

MARIE PILOBOSSIAN of Los Angeles 1s also a first cousin of Vahranm
Chimchirian on her mother's side. Marle visited Vahram in Istanbul
at one time, while she was travelling abroad.



PART III

THE MARRIED LIFE OF

HARRY AND HELEN KALPAKIAN



THE MARRIED LIFE OF HARRY AND HELEN
KALPAKIAN

When Helen was still at Miss Towner's School in Adana, onz of her
aunts, VMrs. Nalarlian, arranged for her to meet an eliglble bachelor
she knew. The gunt thought the man was a good one for Helen because
he was nice looking, hard working, and had a good Job. (He was a
foreman where the aunt worked.) The proper procedure was followed--
inviting both the bachelor and his mother and his sister to visit
the young Helen. According to custom, the young girl was supposed
to cook Turkish coffee for the futureé mother-in-law, gnd if the
nother-in~law sald, "This is good coffee,® then that meant the girl
was accepted. This prqoedure was followed with this young man and
Helen was accepted! However, the wise young woman sald to her aunt,
"He i1s a nice young man but I have one question--can he read and write?
When the reply was negative, Helen sald, "Forget 1it!"®

Harry's parents also had a voung woman in mind for him to marry,
and he thought she was all right. But, on that memorable day in
April, 1917, when Helen gnd her girlfriend had come into the German
department store where he worked in Adana, he said to himsgelf-- "Here
1s the girl I am going to marry!" He stood firm wilth his parents, and
although they were not too happy about it, Harry married the girl of
his choice!

Before the wedding could tske place, Harry and various members of
his family went to Miss Towner's School several times with an excuse to
see Helen. (They told Miss Towner that they knew some of her parent's
relatives.) After Harry had convinced his parents that this was to be
his wife, he had to go to Miss Towner himself and ask for her hand in
marriage, since Helen had no parents now. Miss Towner sald there was

one technicality that must be concluded before she could give her



consant: Helen still owed the school $50.00 in back tuition. Helen

had worked her way through school since her family was poor, and also
served as a teacher when she finished her studies to help pay the

balance of her debt. So, Miss Towner said, "If you pay our school the
$50.00 Helen still owes, you may marry the girl--if not, the 5&31 is
offl® Although that was a rather high fee for s marriage license,

Harry willingly paid it. Thus, con October 18, 1917, 29-year-old Harry
and his lé-year-old bride were married in the Kalpakian family home in
Adana by an Armenian Apostolic priest. (Begause of the wer, World War I,
the Turks had abolished all churches. )

As was the custom, the young couple lived with the groom's parents
(along with 11 other family members!) After nine months, in July, 1918,
they could not take 1t any more and moved to a rented apartment in
Adana. Their first daughter was born on December 26, 1918, and she was
named Angaghouhi, which means Independence, honoring the independence
of Armenia whilch occurred at the close of World War I,on November 11,
1918, with the signing of the Armistice. In 1920, the family was
reunited with Helen's brother, Halgaz, who had been captured by the
Turks, and he 1llvzd with them now, tono.

As refugees from the Turks, in November, 1921, Harry, Helen,
Halgaz and Angagh left Adana by train and went to Alexsndrett
(Iskenderun), Syria. (It was no longer safe to live in Turkey when
the Kemal Attasturk government came into power.) Iskenderun was a
French mandated city. When the French army pulled out, again the
family was no longer safe, so they moved again, having lived in
Alexandrett, Syria, for only four nonths.

They traveled by boat on the Mediterranean Sea and on March 21,
1922, they arrived in the international city of Constantinople

(Istanbul). This was only one week before thelr second daughter,



